NnatoHoB A. lepeso PoaguHbl

MaTb ¢ HMM nonpouanacb Ha okoauue; aanblue CrenaH Tpodmmos nowen oanH. Tam, Npu Bbixoae U3
OEPEeBHM, Y KpasA Npocesio4HOM A0POrnu, KOTopasn, 3a4aBLUMCh BO PXKU, yXOAUAa OTCloAa Ha BECb CBET, —
TaM POC/I0 OAMHOKOE CTapoe AepPeBO, MOKPbITOE CUHUMU INCTbAMM, BAAKHBIMU U BaecTAMMN OT
MOon040M cBoen cunbl. CTapbie NH0AN HA AepeBHE A4aBHO NPO3Ba/iv 3TO AEPEBO «H6OXbUMY», MOTOMY YTO
OHO Obl/I0 HE MOXOXKe Ha Apyrue AepeBbs, PacTyLMe B PyCCKOM paBHUHE, MOTOMY UYTO €ro He oAHaXAabl
Ha ero CTapMKOBCKOM BeKy ybMBana MoaHuA ¢ Heba, HO AepeBo, 3aHEMOTLN HEMHOTO, NOTOM OMATb
OXXMBAJIO U ELLEe TyLLe NPEeXKHEro 04eBan0Ch MMCTbAMU, U NOTOMY eLLEe, YTO 3TO AepeBo NHbUAM NTULbI,
OHM Nenn Tam W KWUJU, U AePEBO 3TO B JIETHIOO CyLb HE cOpacbiBasio Ha 3eM/1H0 CBOMX AETel — JULWHNE
yBAALWMNE NNCTbA, A 3aMMUPAN0 BCE LLE/IMKOM, HNYEM HE XKepPTBYA, HU C KEM He PacCTaBaACh, YTO BbIPOCNO

Ha HeM U BblN0 KUBbIM.

CTenaH copBas 0A1H ANCT € 3TOro BOXKbEro AepeBa, NONOMXKMA 3a Nasyxy U NOWeN Ha BOMHY. JINCT 6bin
MaJ 1 BNaXKeH, HO Ha Tesle YeNoBeKa OH OTOrpPesca, NPUMKAACA U CTaa HeoLWYTUMbIM, U CTenaH
Tpodurmos BcKope 3abbin NPo Hero.

OToiias HemHoro, CTenaH OrNAHYACA Ha POAHYIO AepeBHI0. MaTb elle cToAAa Y BOPOT U riagena CoiHy
BOC/1e[; OHa NpPOLLAanacb C HUM B CBOEM Cepaue, HO HM CNe3 He yTUpasa C LA U He maxasa PyKown, oHa
cToANa HenoABWM»KHO. CTenaH ToXe NOCTOAN HEMOABUKHO Ha Aopore, B NOCAeAHUIA pas U HagoNro
3aNoMMHasA MaTb, KaKaa OHa eCTb — MaJjieHbKas, cTapas, ycoxwas, ntobawana ero 6osblue BCero Ha
CBeTe; NyCTb XOTA 6bl NPOMAET LENbIN BEK, OHa BCe paBHO ByAeT ero 4aTb U He NOBEPUT B €r0 CMEpPTb,
€C/IM OH NornbHer.

«[loTepnu HEMHOro, — NpPou3sHec e CblH B CBOEN MbICAU, — A CKOpPO BEPHYCb, TOr4a Mbl HE 6yAEM
paccTtaBaTbCA».

CTtapas maTb OCTanacb 04Ha BAANIEKE — Y BOPOT U36bl, 33 POXKbtO, YTOObI KAaTb CbiIHA 06PATHO LOMOM U
TOMUTBCA MO HEM, a CbiH yLien. M34anu oH elle pa3 06epHYCA, HO YBUAEN TONbKO POXKb, KOTOpas
KNOHWAACh Y NOKOPANACh NoA BETPOM, U36bl XKe AepeBHN U MasieHbKass MaTb CKPbINUCH 3a Aa/blo
3eM/IU1, U TPYCTHO CTan0 B Mupe 6e3 HuX.

CrtenaH Tpodummos bbin 0by4eHHbINM, 3anacHOM KpacHoapmeel,. [1Ba roga Tomy Has3ag, OH OTCAYXKWU CBOM
CPOK B apMM1U U eLle He 3abbl, KaK HYXKHO CTPeNATb U3 BUHTOBKM. MO3TOMY OH HEeA0ATO No6bIA B
palloOHHOM ropoje 1 C ovepeaHbIM BOMHCKMM 3LIeIOHOM 6bl1 OTNpaB/ieH BOeBaThb C Bparom Ha GpoHT.

Ha ¢poHTe 6bI10 NycToe Nose, UCTONTAaHHOE A0 NocnesHein BbITMHKK, U TULWIKHA. TPOoGUMOB U ero
coceHWe TOBapULLM OTPbLIM cebe AMKM B 3eM/1e U NIEFIN B HUX, @ BUHTOBKM HE3aMETHO, YyTb-4yTb
BbICYHY/IM HAPYKY, OXKMAaA HaBCTpedy HenpuaTena. No3aam NycToro Nos poc MeaKuin nec, ¢ IMCTBOIO,
onasieHHOW OrHeM noxapa v cTpenbbbl. Tam, HaBePHO, Tau/csA BPar U MOYa MNSLeN OTTYAa B CTOPOHY
Tpodurmosa. Y TpodrmoBa CTaso TOMUTLCA CEPALE; OH XOTEN NOCKOpee yBUAETb CBOErO Bpara — TOro
TalHOTO YeNoBeKa, KOTOPbIM NPULLEN ClOAa, B 3TY TUXYHO 3eMJ1t0, YTOObI yBUTbL CHayana ero, NOTOM ero
MaTb 1 NPOWTK Aanblue, A0 KOHLA CBeTa, YTo6bl BCoAY CTaN0 NyCTO M Bpar oCTaacA O4MH Ha 3em/e.

«KT0 370, Yenosek unu gpyroe uyto? — ayman CrenaH Tpodrmos o cBoem HenpuaTene. — Ceifyac yBUKY
ero!» U KpacHoapmeel, risgen B cepoe nose, fajekoe OT ero 4oMa, HO 3HaKOMOE, Kak PogHOE, U
MOXOoXKee Ha BClo 3eM/110, TAe XMUBYT M NalyT x1eb KpecTbAHe. A Tenepb 3Ta 3emns 6blia nycra u



6e3p0oiHa, — YTO ¥KW/0 Ha HEl, TO YMEP/I0 Mo, Kese30M U CONAaTCKUM canorom n bonee He
NOAHANOCH PacTu.

«Monexun n oTAOoXHW, — roBOPWI MYCTOM 3eme KpacHoapmeel, Tpodpumos, — Noc/ie BOMHBbI A cloga no
obeTy npuay, a Tebs 3anoMHI0, 1 BClo TebA CbI3HOBA BCMallly, U Tbl OMATb POXKaTb HAaYHELb; HE CKy4al,
Tbl HE MepTBan».

M3 TeMHOro, ropesioro MesIko/iecbs, Ha TOW CTOPOHE MNOJISA, BCMbIXHYN KPaTKUA CBET BbicTpena. «He
cTepnen, — ckasan TpodpumoB o cTpenssluem Bpare, — Ay4die 6bl Tbl ceidyac notepnen cTpensTs, a To
noTom Tepnetb Tebe AONTO NPUAETCA — NOMpPELb OT HAaC U COCKYYMLWbCAY.

KomaHaup ele 3arogda ckasan KpacHoapmMmenuam, YTobbl OHW He CTPENA/IM, MOKa OH UM HE MPUKAXKET, U
TpodurmoB nexkan monva.

Hemubl nocTpensnm ewe, HO BCKOpPe YMOJIKAN, U CHOBa CTaslo TUXO, KaK B MUpHOe Bpems. B none
csevepeno. [lenatb 6b110 Hevero, 1 TpodMmoB 3ackydan. OH »Kanen, uTo Bpems Ha BOMHe NPoXoanuT
3pA, — Hago 6bin1o 6b1 1MbO yomBaTh Bparos, iMb6o paboTaTbh JOMa B KOJIXO3€, a eXKaTtb b6e3 gena — 3To
HanpacHana TpaTa HapoAHbIX Xapyein. «BoT 1 HoUb CKOPO, — pa3mbiwnan Tpodumos, — a UTo TOAKY? A
eLLe HWM o4HOro Hemua He nobeaun!"

Koraa coBcem cTeMHEN0, KOMaHAMP Besesl KpacHoapmeiuam nogHATLEA U 6e3 BbicTpena, 6e3MoNBHo,
WATW B aTaKy Ha Bpara. TpodMMOB OXMBUICA, MoBecesien 1 nobexan snepes 3a KomaHanpom. OH
MOHUMAN, YTO Yem cKopee OH byaeT 6exaTb Bnepes, Ha Bpara, Tem paHblue BO3BPaTUTCA Ha3aj, B
[EepeBHI0, K MaTepu.

B necy 6b110 Heyg06HO H6exkaTb U He BUAHO, YTO AenaTtb. Ho TpodMMOB TepnennBo COKpyLLan canoramm
cnabble gepeBbsA U BETKM M MUasca BNnepes C APOCTHbIM CEpALLEM, C BUHTOBKOWM Hanepesec.

Yy»KOW LUTbIK BAPYT MOKA3anca U3-3a ro/ibix BETBEN, U OTTYZa 3aCBETUIOCH beiHOE HE3HAKOMOe NLO
CO CTPaHHbIM B3r1A40M, UCyraBwnm TpodprMoBa, MOTOMY YTO 3TO ANLLO BbIZI0 HEMHOFO MOXOXKe Ha
nuo camoro TpodrmoBa U rnsgeno Ha Hero ¢ pobocTblo cTpaxa. TpodmMMoB ¢ Xxo4y BOH3UA CBOM LWITbIK
Bnepes, B Ty/JIOBULLE HENPUATENSA, AOJITUM, 3aTAXKHbBIM YAaPOM, YTOObI Bpar He 04Hysics bonee, n
NPMOCTAaHOBMACA HAa MecTe, laBas BPEMA CBOEMY OPYKMI0 COBEPLUMTb CMepTb. MoTom oH 6pocunca
Janblue BO TbMy, YTODbI CEMYAC Ke BCTPETUTb APYroro Bpara B yrnop 1 yAapwuTb ero LTbIKOM HacMepTb.
KomaHaupa Tenepb He 66110 — OH, HAaBEPHO, yLWen Aaneko snepes,. Tpodmnmos noberkan ewte boicTpee,
Kenasa HarHaTb KOMaHAMpPa U He 3a61yauTbca ogHOMY cpeam HenpuaTtens. CO0Ky, M3 Yaliy KyCcTapHMKa,
Hayan 6uUTb aBTOMAT M nepectan. TPoGUMOB NOBEPHY/ B Ty CTOPOHY, NMEPENPbLITHY Yepes NeHb U TYT e
CBA/INJICA Ha MATKOE TEJI0 Ye/I0BEKA, MpUTamBLLEeCs 3a MHeM. BUHTOBKa BbipBanack U3 pyK
KpacHoapmeliua, Ho TpodpunmoBy OHa ceityac He TpeboBanacb, MOTOMY UTO OH CXBATW/ Bpara BpYUHYy!o;
OH OBHAN M MO/IYa HaYaN CKMMATb ero Tes0 BOKPYT rpyam, 4tobbl y dawmncTa caBUHYINCH KOCTU C MecTa
M NpecekNoch AbixaHue. PalmcT cHayana MOMYa U TOIbKO CTAPasIca MOHEMHOTY AbILLATb, CTECHAEMbIN
KpacHOapMENCKMMM pyKamu. «MLWb Thbl, elle AbIWNUT, — cAaBanBas Bpara, ayman Tpodumos. — Bpelusb,
[AOJITO He NPOTEPNULWb — A Ha FPEYMLLIHON Kalle BbIPOC U ceaHblit xneb BCio KunsHb en!"

Cnaboe Tenno wno nso PTa Bpara, 3ammnpan, oOH BCe elle Abllan U CTapasica Aax<e NoweBe/IbHYTbCA.

— Ewe yero! — npukpurkHyn TpodmmoB, BbiAaBANBAA U3 HEMU,A AyLLY HApYKy. — KoHUanca ckopee,
Ham HeKoraa!

Bpar HecnbIWHO NpowenTan YTo-To.



— Hy? — cnpocun ero TpodmmoB m 4yTb 0cnabun cBou pykK, 4Tobbl BbiCAyLWaTbL NornbatoLLero.
— Pycc... Pycc, npoctu!

TpodurmoB oTKazan:

— Henb3ssa, Bbl BpegHble.

— Pycc, nowaamn! — npowenTan Hemew,

— Tenepb YK He cMory npoLuaTtb Tebs, — oTBeTUN TpoduMOoB Bpary. — Tenepb YK He cymeto... Y meHs
MaTb €CTb, @ Tbl €€ CFTOHULLb C 3eM/IN.

OH 3ameTnn csoto BUHTOBKY, OHa /ZiIeXXana 62113K0 Ha 3em/ie; OH AO0TAHYNCA pyKoﬁ A0 Hee, B3AN K cebe u
yAapwuna Bpara KoOBaHbIM NPUKIaA0OM HaCMeEPTb NO rosioBe.

— He Tomncb, — ckasan Tpodumos.

OH NoAHANCA M NOLLEeN Mo Nepenecky, Lynas WTbIKOM BClOAY BO TbMe, rAe YTO-HUBYAb HeEYaaHHO
lwesenmnocb. Ho Bcoay 66110 6e31t04H0 U TUXO. Hemubl, A0MKHO BbITb, YILAM OTCIOAA, @ MOXKET BbITb,
OHMU ellle TYT, HO 3aTauancb. TPoPUMOB peLna NPONTU No Nepenecky ganblie, YTobbl BCTPETUTL CBOEro
KOMaHAMpa 1 y3HaTb Y HEro, YTO HY)KHO AeNaTb Aasiblie, ecu Bpar otowen otcioga. OH npucaylwancs.
Jlnwb Baaneke m3peaka buna Hawa 60bLUaA NyLIKa, TOYHO B3AbIXana U ONATb 3amupasna B CBoei
rnybuHe cnawan 3emns, a NOMUMO MNyLLEYHbIX BbICTPEN0B BCe BbIN0 TUX0. HO B ApYroi CTOpoHe, OTKyAa
npuwen TpoduMOoB, 3a NONAMM U PEKaMMU, CTOANA CPean PXKU OAHa AePeBHA; TyAa He A0X0AMNa
cTpenbba 13 NyLleK 1 TpeBora BOMHbI, — Tam chasa ceivac B nokoe matb CtenaHa Tpodumosa ny
nocneaHen nsbbl pocsio ogMHOKOE BOXKbe AepeBo.

AsToMmart yaapwn 86113n Tpodmmosa. «l1o MHe KonoTuT», — pewnn Tpodpunmos, 1 cepaue ero
NOAHANOCH HAa Bpara; OH NOYyBCTBOBA/ CKOPObL M OXKecToueHue, NMOTOMY YTO pas MaTb POAMIA ero ANA
XU3HU — ero yomnsaTb He AO/IKHO M YBUTb HUKTO HE MOMKET.

Tpodurmos nobexkan Ha Bpara, 6MBLIEro B HErO OrHEM U3 TbMbl, U OCTaHOBW/ICA. OH OCTaHOBU/CA B
HeA0YMEHWUK, y3HaB Brepsble OT POXKAEHMA, UTO OH yKe He XuseT. Cepale ero TOYHO BbILWJIO U3 Fpyau
M YHECNI0Cb HapY3Ky, 1 rPyAb €ro cTana oxaaxaeHHas u nycras. TpodumMoB yaUBKUACSA, OTTOTO YTO emy
6b110 Tenepb He 60bHO U NYCTO UTb U CTANO BCE PABHO, HU FPYCTHO, HX PAAOCTHO, HO OH eLle No
NPMBbIYKE Ye/I0BEKa N CoMaaTa CKasas: «3pA Tbl, CMEPTb, MPULLIAG, Tbl 060XKAN — A NOTOM MOMPY», — U
OH YNan B TPaBy M OTKUHYJ1 BUHTOBKY KaK HEHY}KHOE OpY»KMe: NycTb NPonageT B TPaBe M He A0CTaHeTcA

Bpary.

OH ou4Hynca Bckope. Cepale ero cnabo Wwesennnoch B rpyam. «Tbl 34eCb?» — € NPOCTOTO PagocTu
nogyman Tpooumos. OH oLynan cebsa no Tesy — OHO Tenepb HbIJ0 yCOXILEE U TOMHOE; U3 paHbl B
rPYAV BbILWIO MHOTO KPOBM, HO Tenepb paHa 3aTAHYACb Y TOJIbKO TEMNJI0 *KMU3HWU NOCTOAHHO BbIXOAUI0
U3 Hee M xoao4ena aywa.

— Bbl y Hac, — ckaszan CrenaHy TpopUMOBY YyKOWN YENOBEK.

— Tbl HemeL, YTO Nb? — cnpocka TPodUMOB; OH YBUAEN, elle TOrAa, Koraa TOT YeNoBeK CKasan CBOoU
C/10Ba, OH YBUAE/ MO O4EXKAE U HEPYCCKOMY 3BYKY A3bIKa, TOBOPMBLUETO NO-PYCCKM, YTO OH NOTunb. «A s
He nornbHy! — pewmnn Tpodumos. — A Kak-HMbyab byay!"

— [oBopwUTE BLICTPO, YTO 3HAETE? — ONATL CNPOCUA Ero HemeLKnint opuuep.



«A 4yTO Ke 51 3Ha? — nogyman Tpodumos. — [a Huuyero!» N otBeTUN BCAyX:

— fl 3Halo, YTO XOTb BCE Mbl B AblpbsA HACKBO3b TeNa byaem NpocTpenieHbl, a BCe 04HO TBOA CUJIa Hac He
Bo3bmerT!

— 3HauuT, Bbl 3HaeTe Bally cuay, — npounsHec opuuep. — B yem e oHa 3akntovaeTca?

— YyBCTBYHO TaK, cTano 6biTb — 3HA0, — Nporosopua TpodMMOB; OH OTNAAENCA B MOMELLEHUM, TAe
HaXxoAW/CA: Ha cTeHe Bucen nopTpeT MNyLWKNHa, B WKadax CToAIN PyCCKUE KHUMN. — «M Tbl 34eCb CO
MHo! — npowenTan Tpodpumos MNyLwKnHy. — N36a-4ymTanbHs 34ech, YTo /b, 6bina? MNotom Bcemy
peMoHT npuaetcs genatb!”

— fl cnpawwmBealto, rae B HOYHOM aTake HaxoA4M/1ICA KOMaHAHbIV MYHKT Ballel 4yacTn? — ckasan odpuuep.
— Kak rae? — yausunca Tpoommos. — Haww KomaHaup Bnepeam meHa Ha GpallncToB HacTynan.
— KomaHgup — 310 Bbl, — yberKaeHHO cKasan opuuep. — Bbl HaNpacHO nepeoaenunch B congara.

— Ara, — npomonsua Tpodmumos, — Hy, TOrAa Tbl OTCTaNbIA. KaKoW e 8 KOMaHAMP, KOraa A YenoBekK
Hey4eHbIN U cam NpocTon?

Hemeukuit oduuep B3aa CO CTONA PeEBO/bBEP.

— Celi4ac Bbl Hay4MTeCD.

— Y6belb, 4To Nb? — cnpocunn TpopumMos.

— Y6bto, — noarsepann odpuuep.

— Y6uBali, Mbl NPUBbIKAKN, — CKa3an Tpopumos.

— A KWUTb He XOTuUTe? — cnpocun odpuuep.

— OTBbIKHY, — coobwwma Tpodpumos.

Oduuep nogHANCA U yaapWUA NAEHHUKA PYKOATKOM PeBOJIbBEPA B TEMSA Ha rO/10BE.
— OTBbIKali! — BOCKAMKHYA daLLMUCT.

«OnATb MHe cmepTb, — cnaben, nogyman TpoduUmMoB, — AUTA KMUBET NPU MaTepw, a CONAAT NpK
CMEPTU», — NPULLAN K HEMY Ha NaMATb C/bllWaHHbIe KOrA4a-To C/10Ba, M Ha TOM OH YCNOKOWACA, NOTOMY
YTO CO3HAHMeE ero 3aTEMHUNOCH.

Bcnomuumn TpodurmoB o cebe He CKOPO — B TbIIOBOM HeMeLKoW Tiopbme. OH cuaen, CKopUYMBLLKUCH, BEC
rofibli, Ha KAMEHHOM MOJly, OH 0356, U3MyUYMCA B HECNaMATCTBE M MeAJ/IeHHO Havyan aymatb. CHayana
OH NoAyMa’, YTo OH Ha TOM cBeTe. «MLUb Tbl, U Tam BOWHA, N TYT XyA40 — TOXKE He oTorpeeLbea», —
npousHec npo cebs Tpodumos. Ho, ocmoTpeBwmnch, TpodMMoB coO0bpPasmn, YTO TaK MNOXO HATAE He
MOXET BbITb, KaK 34€Cb, 3HAYMUT, OH ELLLE KUBOM.

OH HaxoAnca B KAMEHHOM KO/I0ALE, rae CBOHOAHO MOXKHO Bbl10 TO/IbKO CTOATL. BBEPXY, Ha 60oNbLUON
BbICOTE, €LLe ropena ManeHbKas 31eKTPUYEeCcKan 1aMna, UCNyCcKan cepblil CBET HEBOJW; B Y3KOM
yKenesHon asepu Obln THOPEMHbIN I1a30K, 3aKPbITbIA CHAPYKKU. TPOGUMOB NOAHANCA B POCT U
onpobosan cebs, HACKO/IbKO OH BeCb Uen. Ha rpyam 3anekaacb KPoBb OT PaHbl, @ NyAs, LOMKHO ObITb,



YyTOHyANa rae-to B rybuHe Tena, Ho TpodpMMOB ceiyac ee He YyBcTBOBaA. JIUCT ¢ BoXbero aepesa
POAMHbI NPUCOX K TeNY Ha FPYyAM BMECTe C KPOBbHO M TaK KW C HUM 3a04HO.

TPodUMOB OCTOPOKHO, HE NOBPEXKAaA OTALANA TOT INCT OT CBOEro TeNa, 06MOUNA €ro CNHOHOIO U
NPUNENUA K CTEHE KaK MOXHO Bblle, YTo6bl GaLlnCT He 3aMeTUA 34eCb ero eMHCTBEHHOro MMYLLECTBa
n yTeweHua. OH cTas rNAAETb Ha 3TOT JIUCT, U eMy BbII0 Nerye Tenepb K1Tb, U OH Hayal HEMHOIO
corpesatbcA.

«fl BbITepnAto, — rosopun cebe TpoPprmoB, — MHE HAZO €elLLe NOXKUTb, MHE 0XOTa YBUAETb MaTb B
Hawwel usbe, 1 A Xo4y NOCAYLLATb, KaK LYMAT IMCTbS Ha BoXbem aepeBey.

OH OnNyCTUACA Ha NOA, 3aKpbla INUO PyKaMU U CTaN TUXO NJ1IaKaTb — NO mMaTepu, no poagnHe 1 no Camom
cebe.

MoTtom emy ctano nerye. OH oTep CBOE NULO M 3aXOTeN NPeacTaBUTb cebe — KaKoM OH eCcTb cenyac Ha
BuA. OH AaBHO He BUAEN CBOETO LA — HU B 3epKasie, HX B NOKOMHOM, unctoi Boge. «Celivac A Ha BUA,
M/I0XOM, 3a4eM MHe CMOTPETb Ha ceba», — ckazan Tpopumos.

OH BCTan 1 CHOBA 3ariA4e/cA Ha INCT ¢ BoxKbero gepesa. MaTb 3TOro ANCTUKa bblna Kunea 1 pocna Ha
Kpato AepeBHW, Y Hayana praHoro nons. MNycTb To A4epeBo pPoAMHbI PacTeT BEYHO M COXPAHHO, a
TpodurmoB 1 34ech, B NAeHy Bpara, B KameHHOM wenu, byaeTt AymaTb U 3a60TUTbCA 0 Hem. OH pewmrn
3a4yWWTb pyKamu n0boro Bpara, KOTOPbI 3arNAHET K HEMY B Kamepy, NOTOMY YTO €C/IM OAHUM
Henpuatenem 6yaet meHblue, To U KpacHoi Apmun cTaHeT fierye.

TpodMMOB He XOTen 3pA KUTb U TOMUTLCA; OH /106U, YTOB OT ero KM3HM Bbla CMbICA, PABHO KakK OT
[06poit 3emnn 6biBaeT yporkait. OH cen Ha X0N04HbIM MO U 3aTUX NPOTUB KenesHon ABepu B
OXKMAaHUW Bpara.
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